
Summer Assignment Name: ______________________
AP Language and Composition Date: _______________________

Rhetoric and Current Events
The focus of AP English Language and Composition is the critical reading, analyzing, and creation of rhetorical works.
Rhetoric is the art of effective and persuasive writing and speaking; you will learn to discern how rhetoric is being used by
different rhetors to persuade varying audiences.

In this summer assignment, you will analyze two different editorials/ opinion pieces on current issues that are NOT
COVID-19.  You have two choices:

1) Choose one topic and two different editorials/ opinion pieces with opposing perspectives.
2) Choose two different topics with an editorial/ opinion piece on each topic.

Directions:
1. Choose your current event(s) to research.
2. Choose two relevant editorials/ opinion pieces.  The editorials/ opinion pieces can be serious or humorous. Your

choice.  But make sure each editorial is long enough and rich enough for you to analyze.
3. Read and annotate the editorials/ opinion pieces carefully.
4. Complete a rhetorical analysis for each piece using the tables provided.

Possible Topics:
This is not a comprehensive list.  Read the opinion/ editorial sections of news sites and newspapers often during the
summer to find topics and articles to analyze.

1. Vaccine patents (not just COVID)
2. Taliban-US negotiations
3. Raising the minimum wage
4. Healthcare
5. Presidential election
6. Green New Deal
7. New college campus rules regarding sexual

assault
8. Black Lives Matter Movement
9. Climate change activism
10. Environmental policies
11. Gender bathroom policy
12. Recent Supreme Court decisions
13. Appointment/confirmation process of federal

judges

14. US-Iran relationship
15. Israel-Palestine conflict
16. School Choice/ Charter Movement
17. The role of technology in our lives
18. Nuclear weapons/ proliferation
19. International relations
20. NCAA proposal to allow college athletes to be

paid for use of their image
21. US Women’s Soccer Team’s equal pay lawsuit

22. Big tech censorship over free speech
23. Space tourism
24. Electric Vehicles
25. Cryptocurrency
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Article #1
Topic/ Current Issue

Title, Author, and Web
Address

Publication
(The New York Times, for
example)

Summary
(4-6 complete sentences)

Author’s Thesis:
Choose a quote that clearly
articulates the author’s
thesis.

Tone:
Describe the author’s
tone/mood/ attitude.  Is the
author sad, angry, critical,
amused, patronizing?
Choose a quote that
supports your answer.

Audience:  Who is the
author addressing?  How
do you know that?  Choose
a quote that supports your
answer.

Rhetorical Appeals
Appeal to pathos
(emotions)
Appeal to ethos
(credibility)
Appeal to logos (logic and
facts).
What appeals do you think
the author is using to
persuade?  Choose quotes
that support your answer.
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Rhetorical Strategies:
What other strategies does
the author use to persuade
the audience?  Does the
author use diction,
repetition, imagery,
metaphor, hyperbole, etc.?
You can refer to this list
for ideas: Rhetorical
Devices Terms List
Choose quotes to support
your answer.

Effectiveness:
In your opinion, how
effective is the author in
persuading people?
Explain why.

Article #2

Topic/ Current Issue

Title, Author, and Web
Address

Publication
(The New York Times, for
example)

Summary
(4-6 complete sentences)

Author’s Thesis:
Choose a quote that clearly
articulates the author’s
thesis.
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Tone:
Describe the author’s
tone/mood/ attitude.  Is the
author sad, angry, critical,
amused, patronizing?
Choose a quote that
supports your answer.

Audience:  Who is the
author addressing?  How
do you know that?  Choose
a quote that supports your
answer.

Rhetorical Appeals
Appeal to pathos
(emotions)
Appeal to ethos
(credibility)
Appeal to logos (logic and
facts).
What appeals do you think
the author is using to
persuade?  Choose quotes
that support your answer.

Rhetorical Strategies:
What other strategies does
the author use to persuade
the audience?  Does the
author use diction,
repetition, imagery,
metaphor, hyperbole, etc.?
You can refer to this list
for ideas: Rhetorical
Devices Terms List
Choose quotes to support
your answer.

Effectiveness:
In your opinion, how
effective is the author in
persuading people?
Explain why.
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